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1. Describe the assignment, as it will be distributed to students.

Make subtitles for German films and television shows in German 319 German Translation course.
2. What is the goal of the assignment?  What knowledge, skills, theories, and/or issues do you want the student to demonstrate or engage with?  

Each student should create one subtitled half-hour episode of a TV series as a final project

3. Who is the audience for the assignment?  Should the student be completing the assignment with only the professor in mind, or should they think about exterior audiences (academic communities, their peers, potential employers, etc.)? 

Audience for the assignment will be students in Media and Communication Studies as well as students studying other languages in classes in the MLLI and MCS departments who do not possess linguistic competency in German. 

4. Are there examples you can identify that can serve as guidelines for your students? How can you use these examples to set expectations for the assignment?  If no examples are available, can you provide one by completing the assignment? 

Examples are previously completed subtitling projects for GERM 319 German Translation course and other subtitling exercises in MCS classes in which examples of both adequate as well as non-successful subtitles can be shown. I can use these examples to illustrate how long the subtitles should be, where they should be placed, what color they should be, and what type of font should be used for the subtitles. I have worked out guidelines for give the students prior to the task.
5. What media, materials, and skills will the students need to successfully complete the assignment?  Are there specific programs the students will need to learn?  If so can you identify a free online tutorial or video provides students the needed information?  Will you need to dedicate class time for technical instruction? Is there special equipment the students need access to (microphones, video cameras, etc.) in order to complete the assignment?  If so, are there available resources to meet those needs? What on-campus resources are available to the student? 

Students will need to be able to use a video program that is capable of inserting subtitles into documents such as iMovie, Final Cut Express, Adobe Premiere, or any other PC or Mac-based program that is an equivalent. I will need to dedicate class time to demonstrate how to insert the subtitles, as I am familiar with Final Cut and Adobe Premiere. I will demonstrate to students how to import an episode of the respective television series into these programs and how to insert the subtitle into the appropriate scene or sequence according to the time-codes. This will be done after having corrected and edited the previously translated dialog into an appropriate subtitle in a word-processing document. I will be able to use either the IMC or various computer labs to demonstrate how to use the video editing programs for subtitle creation and insertion.
6. How will you assess the assignment? As a digital assignment how important is technical mastery? Provide a simple rubric that details the difference between A, B, C, D, and F projects (if applicable).   

Assignments will be assessed on two levels: 1) according to how concise and appropriate the translation of German to English text is; 2) according to how well and smoothly the text is inserted into the video at the appropriate place according to the timecode; the subtitle does not exceed two or three lines of text at the bottom of the frame; the subtitle is fitted within the left and right margins of the frame; the subtitle is of a color, size, and font that facilitates a quick reading by the viewer of between 2-4 seconds. 

7. How will students submit their digital assignments? Is there a specific protocol that you want them to follow?  

Students will submit their assignment as a completed Quicktime or Flash Video movie file to my UMBC Box Folder in which the students will be collaborators. There is no special protocol that they will have to follow other than to submit the file in a timely manner and in good quality.
8. Will the digital projects be shared in the classroom or among other students in the course?  If so, how will they be distributed? Will you dedicate class time for peer and instructor review while students are completing the assignment? After the assignment is completed, will class time be provided to share finished projects?  If so will students be asked to provide peer review/comments? What form will peer review take? 

The digital projects – the subtitled television episodes – will be shared in the classroom with other students in the course and will be distributed through the instructor’s Box account. Class time will be dedicated for peer and instructor review, in which students will provide and be provided feedback by both students and the instructor. Peer review will take the form of one-page reflection papers.

9. Will the assignment include a written component such as a design plan, or an additional reflection paper about the student’s process and thoughts about the project?  If so, provide details for the paper. 

The assignment will include a written component composed of a 2-page reflection paper on the steps involved in creating and inserting the subtitles into the video, and include aspects as 

1.  the translation process from German to English

2.  the selection of the episode for subtitling

3.  The procedure for inserting the subtitles into the video

4.  the adjustment process for fine-tuning the subtitles within the video

5.  student responses to the subtitled video


